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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILI PINS PINT LE 

SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION APRIL 8-14 

REF: BEIRUT 1572 (DTG 071536Z APR 77) 

1 . SUMMARY: THE SITUATION IN THE SOUTH STABILIZED 
SOMEWHAT LAST WEEK. DEFENSE MINISTER BOUTROS VISITED 
DAMASCUS. THE QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE REPORTEDLY DECIDED 
TO CONSIDER A COMPROMISE INTERPRETATION OF THE CAIRO 
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ACCORDS. THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ANNOUNCED NEW GOVERN- 
MENT APPOINTMENTS AND A PAY RAISE FOR CIVIL SERVANTS. 

MUHSIN SLIM HAS FORMED A NEW SHIA POLITICAL GROUP. TWO 
CHARGES EXPLODED IN THE CHRISTIAN SUBURB OF AIN EL-RUMMANEH. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. SITUATION IN THE SOUTH. 
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A. THE SITUATION IN THE SOUTH STABILIZED SOMEWHAT LAST 
WEEK. BOTH SIDES ARE NOW REFRAINING FROM MAJOR GROUND 
OPERATIONS, ALTHOUGH ARTILLERY DUELS CONTINUE. THE CHRIS- 
TIANS RETAIN CONTROL OF MARJAYUN, ALTHOUGH FEDAYEEN ARE 
REPORTED IN THE SUBURBS. ACCORDING TO LEBANESE ARMY 
SOURCES, HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE LEBANESE ARMY AND THE PLO TO ARRANGE 
A POSSIBLE CEASE-FIRE. 

B. BRIGADIER GENERAL VICTOR KHOURY, THE NEW COMMANDER 

OF THE LEBANESE ARMY, REMARKED PRIVATELY ON APRIL 1 1 THAT HE 
WOULD TRY TO FIELD A FORCE IN THE SOUTH WITHIN TWO WEEKS 
TO HELP KEEP THE PEACE, IF BOTH SIDES AGREED TO A CEASE- 
FIRE. KHOURY SAID HE MIGHT USE MEMBERS OF THE VANGUARDS 
(MIXED CHRISTIAN/MUSLIM MILITIA), NOW IN THE WESTERN 
BEKAA VALLEY, FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

C. MEANWHILE, KFUR FRONT LEADERS ARE TELLING PEOPLE 

IN BEIRUT THAT 30 MEMBERS OF THE ABDULLAH FAMILY, A WEALTHY, 
PRO-ISRAELI, SHIA CLAN, WERE KILLED IN KHIAM AFTER PALE- 
STINIANS AND LEFTISTS TOOK THE CITY. ACCORDING TO EMBASSY 
SOURCES, SIX MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY WERE KILLED, ALTHOUGH 
THESE SOURCES DID NOT KNOW WHETHER BY PALESTINIANS OR 
LEFTISTS. IN ADDITION, TWELVE CHRISTIANS WERE FOUND DEAD 
IN A NEARBY VILLAGE. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW OR WHEN THEY 
WERE KILLED. 

3. BOUTROS VISITS DAMASCUS. 
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FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MINISTER FUAD BOUTROS VISITED 
DAMASCUS ON APRIL 13, WHERE HE MET WITH PRESIDENT ASAD AND 
OTHER OFFICIALS. BOUTROS TOLD REPORTERS AFTER RETURNING TO 
BEIRUT THAT "SYRIA IS VERY DETERMINED TO MAKE ALL NECESSARY 
EFFORTS TO PREVENT AN ESCALATION... OF THE SITUATION" 

(I.E., IN THE SOUTH). BOUTROS ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT THE RE- 
ORGANIZATION OF THE LEBANESE ARMY WAS NOT LINKED TO THE 
APPLICATION OF THE CAIRO ACCORDS. IN THIS REGARD, ACCORDING 
TO AN NAHAR, ASAD INSISTED ON THE NEED TO REBUILD THE ARMY 
AND CIVIL SERVICE. BOUTROS AND ASAD ALSO AGREED ON A 
TIMETABLE FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE CAIRO ACCORDS AND 
THE RESUMPTION OF ACTIVITIES OF THE QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE, 
THE PAPER SAID. 
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4. QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE MAY MEET. 

AL ANWAR REPORTED ON APRIL 12 THAT MOHAMMAD AL KHOLI. 

THE SYRIAN REPRESENTATIVE ON THE QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE, 
HAD TOLD KFUR FRONT LEADERS THAT THE SECOND HALF OF APRIL 
WOULD BE "DECISIVE" REGARDING SECURITY MATTERS IN LEBANON. 
KHOLI ALSO REPORTEDLY REPEATED THAT THE SYRIANS WERE DETER- 
MINED TO IMPLEMENT THE CAIRO ACCORDS. AN NAHAR REPORTED 
THE SAME DAY THAT THE QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE PLANNED TO 
DISCUSS AN AMENDMENT TO THE ACCORDS THAT MIGHT SERVE AS 
A COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE PALESTINIAN AND LEBANESE INTER- 
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PRETATIONS. 

5. NEW GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENTS. 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ON APRIL 1 1 ANNOUNCED A NUMBER 
OF NEW APPOINTMENTS, APPARENTLY DESIGNED TO PLACE SUPPORTERS 
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OF PRESIDENT SARKIS IN KEY SECURITY POSITIONS. (SEE BEIRUT 
1655). INTER ALIA, LT. COL. SAMI KHATIB WILL REPLACE 
AHMED AL-HAJJ AS COMMANDER OF THE ARAB SECURITY FORCE (ASF), 
AND AL-HAJJ WILL REPLACE HISHAM SHAAR AS DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES. 

6. GOVERNMENT PAY RAISE. 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ON APRIL 1 1 ALSO APPROVED A 20 
PERCENT PAY RAISE FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, RETROACTIVE 
TO JANUARY 1, 1977, AND INCREASED THEIR MINIMUM WAGE TO 
LL 310 PER MONTH. ACCORDING TO AN ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY THE 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE. PRIME 
MINISTER AL-HOSS TOLD REPORTERS THE RAISE WOULD COST THE 
STATE MORE THAN LL 100 MILLION. HE ALSO SAID THE GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD SEND THE RAISE TO PARLIAMENT FOR ITS APPROVAL. 
THIS IS AN UNUSUAL MANEUVER, SINCE THE COUNCIL HAS EMER- 
GENCY POWERS TO ISSUE DECREE-LAWS, AND IS APPARENTLY 
DESIGNED TO SECURE THE WIDEST POSSIBLE SUPPORT FOR THE 
RAISE. 

7. NEW SHIA POLITICAL GROUP. 

SHIA POLITICIAN MUHSIN SLIM, A PROMINENT LAWYER 
AND FORMER DEPUTY WITH CLOSE CONNECTIONS TO LEBANESE 
CHRISTIANS, RECENTLY FORMED A NEW POLITICAL ORGANIZATION, 
THE LOCAL PRESS REPORTED ON APRIL 12. CALLED THE UNION 
OF LEBANESE FORCES, IT IS DESIGNED IN PART TO SERVE AS A 
MORE CONSERVATIVE ALTERNATIVE TO THE POSITIONS ESPOUSED 
BY THE IMAM MUSA SADR. ACCORDING TO EMBASSY SOURCES. 
HOWEVER, SLIM ACTED PRIMARILY TO BUILD A VEHICLE WHICH COULD 
BRING HIM BACK TO POLITICAL PROMINENCE, THE SAME SOURCES 
SAID. 
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8. UNEXPLAINED EXPLOSIONS. 

AT 2030 HOURS ON APRIL 13, "TWO EXPLOSIVE CHARGES" 

WERE SET OFF IN THE CHRISTIAN SUBURB OF AIN EL-RUMMANEH, 
ACCORDING TO A COMMUNIQUE OF THE ASF. THERE WERE NO 
INJURIES. THE MOTIVES AND AUTHORS ARE UNKNOWN, BUT 
APRIL 13 MARKS THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE DAY WHEN 
FOUR CHRISTIANS WERE SHOT DOWN IN FRONT OF A CHURCH IN 
AIN EL-RUMMANEH, AN EVENT OFTEN CITED AS THE BEGINNING 
OF THE 

WAR IN LEBANON. PARKER 
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